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Police Chief  

Colonel Philip A. Broadfoot  

2012 - The Year in Review 

5 

 
The 2012 highlights of the Danville Police Department were the slight 
reduction in crime rates, continued use of directed patrol techniques, 
major changes for our information management systems and 
enhancements of our equipment. We thank the citizens of Danville for 
their support because without their information and cooperation we 
could not do our job. 
 
Crime Continues to Trend Down 
 
Data on crimes reported in 2012 show reductions in felony violent crime.  
Most significant is that there were only three homicides last year, down 
from eight the previous year and the lowest since 1990.  While there 
were also reductions in the other major crime categories of burglary and 
motor vehicle theft, there were increases in reported larceny and arson.  
The overall total of these reported offenses went down from 2,207 in the 
previous year to 2,103 in 2012. 

Crime 

Prepared by Major Christopher Wiles, Services Division Commander 
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Plans to deal with such issues as speeding and other traffic violations in 
complaint prone areas throughout the city led to the creation of a four-member 
Traffic Enforcement Unit (TEU) at the beginning of November 2011. The unit 
directed its focus on enforcement in high-traffic areas such as school zones and 
major intersections. The officers also covered roadways in Danville where 
residents had complained of speeding, traffic light violations and other traffic 
concerns.  In 2011, Danville ranked 12th out of 39 independent Virginia cities for 
the number of car crashes per capita. In  2010 Danville reported 1,118 crashes, 
1,116 in 2009 and 1,192 in 2008.  Prior to that, the worst years for crashes over 
the past decade were 2004 with 1,997 and 2003, which saw 2,271 crashes. In 
ǘƘŜ нлмм !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢9¦Ωǎ 
statistics. The unit operated for a period of five months. The following page will 
provide a complete overview of the number of citations issued and their 
breakdown by type for the entire TEU deployment period. 
. 

Traffic Enforcement Unit 

Directed Patrol Techniques 
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819 

92 

17 73 

27 37 11 23 

11 
1 

3 

140 

Number / Type of Traffic Charges 
November 1, 2011 thru March 31, 2012 

Speed - 819

Seatbelt - 92

Child Seat - 17

License - 73

Registration - 27

Inspection - 37

Signal / Sign Violation - 11

Moving Violation - 23

Equipment Violation - 11

D U I - 1

Criminal Charges / Warrants
Served - 3

Miscellaneous Traffic - 140

Traffic Enforcement Unit 

Directed Patrol Techniques 


